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LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS! o :h

Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad

We live in a loveless world
Weliveinalovdessworld. Alyric, entitled “ AWorld without Love,” expresses utter disappointmert

with such a world:
Please lock me away, And don't allow the day,
Here inside where | hide, With my loneliness
| don't care what they say, | won't stay
In a world without love

Love given to a loveless world

Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894), author of three collections of mostly religious poetry and
four devotional books, suffered poor health from age 16. Rossetti’s best-known hymns are the
Christmas carols“In the Bleak Midwinter” (1872) and “ Love Came Down at Christmas,” (1885).

Thefirst stanza of “In the Blesk Midwinter” paints a vivid picture of an unwelcoming and desolate
landscape In the bleak mid-winter, Frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, Water like
a stone; Show had fallen, snow on snow, Show on snow, In the bleak mid-winter, Long ago.

“Love Came Down at Christmas’ presents an inviting image of incarnate “ Love’ descending to
such a loveless bleak world: Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, Love divine; love
was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign.

Indeed, if one includes the word “lovely,” “Love’ is mentioned 12 times in three short stanzas of
the carol, Love came down at Christmas. The carol, in a sense, echoes 1 John 4: 7-11, a passage
that mentions “love” in some form 13 times; “ Beloved, let us love one another, because love is
from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, for God islove. God's love was revealed among usin this way: God sent his only Son
into the world so that we might live through him. Inthisislove, not that we loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another.”

Love gives itself up

Theloveof God in Jesus Christ isno romantic expression of love. It isnot like the Christmas gifts
we exchange with friends during the season. It is alove which calls for the giving of one’slife. A
Thanksgiving Festival was being held in a rural place. A hen and a goat were watching people
bringing gifts to be offered. The hen got excited and suggested to the goat that they too could
participate in the festival. The hen said to the goat, “| can offer my eggs for omeettes! You can
offer your meat for biryani!” The goat replied, “For you, to offer your eggs is a superfluous
contribution. For me, to offer my meet is a sacrificial commitment!”

“Let the samemind beinyou that was in Christ Jesus, who, though hewasin theform of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross’ (Phil.2:5-8).

Love came down at Christmas!

[Rev. Dr. Roger Gaikwad is presently the General Secretary of National Council of Churches in India (NCCI)
and is stationed at Nagpur along with his family. He was also the first Pastor of the English Congregation.]
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WHEN IS LOVE, LOVE?

“If all you do is love the loveable, do you expect a bonus?
Anybody can do that.” — Matthew 5:46 (The Message)

=
Hepuni Kayina

t iseadier not to love thanto love. Why? The reason is ssimple. We can be offended by and

displeased with othersin so many morewaysthan they can please us. And whenwe don't like
someone, loving that person seems unwarranted. “ How do you expect people to love you
when you are so contemptible” , soundsfamiliar? 1t doessound reasonablefor peopleto hate
you if you behave abominably or do not behave theway they like.

Yet thereisclearly no such thing as reasonable-not-to-love someonewhen onereadsa
parable such asTheProdigal Son inthe gospel according to L uke chapter 15, verses 11 to 32.
In fact, to not love is unreasonable! The parable completely turns the reason to love aswe
understand it onitshead! Thecal to love asheralded here, at first hearing, appearsat onceto be
unnatural, counter intuitive and insane. Neverthelesswhen you do giveit athought it isthe only
thing that makes sense at al! Thelove of thefather inthe parableisnot only radical, but comes
asashock wave blasting away the bricks of long held ideas of what islove. Thisway of loveis
s0 shocking wewould bedrivento ask if it ispractica at dl! Infact | have actualy beentold &ter
asermonthat it sounds nice but it would not work. But what does God say about thiskind of
love?1t never fails(1 Corinthians 13:8).

Asweread the story of the prodigal sonin Luke, we arestruck by two situationswhen
it isvery difficult to love; yet it isinthose Situations, weredlize, whenit isthemost crucia to love;
the moment to love, actually. | believe Jesusisintentionally making astatement when describing
the option of thefather in those Stuationsthat when it isthe most difficult to loveisthe crucial
moment to love. It isthe moment when love shinesthe brightest and ismost needed. Seenthis
way it isthen little wonder Jesus saysthereisno reward in loving those who love us. For when
we love someonewho isunlovable or unlovely it is agapelove coming into play that enablesthe
loved to redlizeand regain hisor her rea worth and allowsthelover to losethelosing whichisthe
only way to obtainthereward of finding seif. Thusboth can celebratethewonder and regenerating
power of love.

Thefirg difficult Stuationisfoundinvv. 12, 13, wherethe younger sonis seen demanding
for hisshare of inheritance fromhisfather, whilethefather isdive! | cannot think of agreaterway
to show contempt for one'sfather or of one human to another. A sonisexpected to honor his
parents, parents areexpected to lovetheir children. But how isthefather expectedto loveif his
authority isdisdained?How can you love someone who hatesyou?Here we haveasituation
wheretheintent and desireto loveismet by open and active contempt of noneother than one's
own child! Inworldly terms, how islove supposed to be possible and evenrelevant inastuation
of rebellion?Can parents befaulted for being stern againgt such behavior?And yet, the message
of thisepisodeto parentsisvery clear. We are called to love though we be held in contempt and
faced withrebellion. And especialy when achild behavesirrespongbly, for thesearethe moments
weeither drivethem further away or help themto return*home’. So situation#1 conveysthe
first brief of thecommandto love.
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Brief #1: Lovethe contemptuous.

Thefather’sresponseto the situation at first reading is questionable and disconcerting
but on pondering the matter, it isthe only good way to deal withit. Andit istheway to bea
father, for what isafather if not to redeem?Though confronted with unmitigated scorn the
father does not react. He did not explode in righteous fury. Hedoesnot rant. Hedoes not shift
into lecture mode. He does not say anything to condemn nor do hiseyes condemn| amsure.
Despite the huge provocation he doesnot say aword! What?! Isthe father awimp?! Wait.
Givethefather’sbehavior athought. Hisdeliberate silence, and silencein such timesisway
harder than exploding, isloudly saying, “Love doesnot react.” Inexcitablemomentsitis
difficult to remember that silenceisnot being incommunicado, that it actudly isacommunication.
Aldous Huxley profoundly said, “ After silencethat which comesnear est to expressing
theinexpressibleismusic”. Inthissituation, silence isthe love language. The father is
taking the responsible gpproach. He choosesto behave with maturity instead of with authority.
Hewill till love (reason) athough he cannot delight (emotion) inloveat that moment. For only
commitment cansustain love.

Lovedoesnot react, ingtead it responds. Without even amurmur the father letstheson
have hisway andletshimgo ashewished. But isv't thisridiculous? Capitulatingto anirresponsble
demand and childishdecison? However, a acloser look it isnot an irresponsible act onthe part
of the father but avery responsible and measured one at that to let the son go. The father’s
behavior isclearly driven by love. If heloveshe must let go despite therisk. Not hol ding on but
letting goisaresponse of love Thisisalaw of life. You can only keep what you giveaway. The
birdin the cagewill not bekept long asthebird freed. Isit foolishnessof thefather to let theson
have hisway and see thelast of him?To be more candid, with the son’s attitude being what it
was, thefather infact never had the son evenwhile hewashome. By insisting on keepinghim he
might end up not having himat al! By letting himgo he could still havewnhet little he had of himor
could even hopein having more of himin future. Because thefather did not say anything that he
would regret later hedid not cast up any barrier to prevent the son fromreturning. The son could
dill takethe decisonto returnjust asit washisdecisonto go, not hisfather’s. This, by theway,
isalesson in making someoneresponsible for the decisionshe/she makes. Staying silent in that
srategic hour precluded thefather fromsaying something that might have sounded likeit washis
decisionto send the son away. So in the hope of having his sonback helet himgo. “ Nothing
that you havenot given away will ever really beyours’ (C.S. Lewis). Later oninthe story
wealso learnthat letting go isthe way to mature and develop someone.

The second situation that makesit difficult to love someoneis enumeratedin vv. 18-
24.The passage tells about the return of the prodigal son. He went away in contempt for his
father and all that he stood for, but now we see himreturning ingrime and dimeto what he had
earlier spurned. Only thistimeit ishe himself who isrevolting in hisown eyes. Defeated, ragged,
dirty, stinking, tattered and spirit completely broken, what an unlovely sght he must have been.
How our sensesare repulsed by theugly, the outcast, theloser, therebel, the unlovely. And how
much moredifficult it isto love achild who has been nothing but apain and grief to you? How
difficult to love someonewho you cannot respect. Thisisthe portrait of the sonin the second
gtuation, reeking of everything that isloathsomely unlovely. Thefirst Stuation emphasizesthe
parental privilegeto love despite theinsolence, the second despite the humiliation. And thusthe
second Stuation throwsup the second brief.
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Brief #2: Lovethe contemptible.

If the father’sresponse in the first situation is questionable, hisresponse in the
second isastonishing and even bizarre. What’s ‘wrong’ with thisfather?1nstead of trying
to regain his hurt pride there heiswatching out every day in the hope of seeing hisson
return. And when he seeshimin the distance staggering home, he thinks nothing of dignity
as herushesout in gasping delight! There is no hesitation as he throws hisarms around his
scrawny son and smothers his dirt-caked cheekswith kisses. Does he not get the stomach
turning smell and see aloser?! No he does not. Heistoo drunk with joy at having his son
back, to notice!

My heart meltswhen it hits me that thisisthe picture of the Father welcoming me
whenever | returnin filth from going away. Am | glad He cares more for charity than for
dignity! So what if helost half hiswedth, didn’t he get much more back?His son! ?1sthat why
He says somewhere, “ For what profit isit toaman if hegainsthewholeworld and is
himself destroyed or lost?”

Whereasin thefirst situation the father choosesto remain silent so that hislove
may not be compromised, in the second situation remaining silent would have done just
that. Here we see him expressing his jubilation over the return of his son. Inthe first
instance the father does not say anything to contradict the son’s protestation about not
wanting to stay home, but in the second he speaks against hisson’s protestation about
being unworthy to be regarded asa son. What father could know better than thisfather
that thereisatimeto keep quiet and atime not to stay quiet in order to demonstrate love!
For only love can provide the hope and the means of restoring queered relationships.
Without love canthere even be lifein them? Thisisliterally what Jesus meanstoo. In 1
John 4:8 John declares that God islove. If God is love, the gospel of John chapter 10
verse 10 where Jesus states, “ | have come that they may havelife’” may be rendered,
“ Love has come that they may have life.” Thisisthe deeper reason which convinced
the son to return because where he was loved was where he would find life. Apparently
there isan inseparability of the two.

Therefore, thelesson derived fromthefather’sresponse to both situations, first whenthe
sonleft and next when hereturns, underscoresthe point that loving aperson when it isdifficult to
love hasamomentouseffect onthat person. We areto loveal and at dl timeswithout switch-on
and switch-off frequencies. Coming onwhenwe are pleased and off when displeased. Loving
thosewho love usor arelovely iseasy because that isjust giving back what wereceive from
them, whileloving the difficult and unlovely requiresusto do the giving, and giving isthe active
face of love. For without giving thereisneither redeeming nor restoring.

Infact cometo think of it, loving the loveableis salf-serving because you love what gives
delight to you. Or maybe you simply love the delightful. Either way the cause of your loveis
dependent on the other person. In contrast, the love that the parable advocatesthat restores
someoneto lifeisregardless of the qualification of the other person, because trueloveis not
earned. It isnot conditional but it ought to bethecondition of the heart. Andinal clarity thisisthe
lovethat isChrigt-like, for whenisabetter timeto put our loveonthelinethanwhen someoneis
usdlessto us?“But God put Hislove onthelinefor us by offering His Sonin sacrificial death
whilewewere of no useto Him” —Romans5:8, TM.
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To errishuman whether young or old, religious or not, intentional or not. Of itself an
error isatragedy but how unbearablethe tragedy in the absence of love! Imaginetheerrant son
hurtling out into the unknown unclothed withthe love of hisfather! Without it hewould havehad
nothing meaningful to returnto ashewent through dideafter dide that would only haveincreased
thecallousnessof hisheart till darknessengulfed hismind! But the show of indiscriminate love by
hisfather when he behaved so condemnably began the healing of hisheart even ashewalked out
the porta of hisfather’shouse. Hiscontemptuousnesswas doomed! And having tasted that love
the sonwasfated not to be satisfied with anything elseless delightful! He was besotted without
being aware he was. Bewarethough, only this giving-away love heals. It isthe samelove that
gave away HisONLY begotten Son.

Finally hereisanoteto fathersfromthe Father in the parable. A mother births children
which makesit naturd for her to lovethemwithan ingtinctive and fiercelove. A father isnot given
such acongenital reason, so he needs an equal sense of responsibility to loveand it isthis. A
father helps*birth’ his young children to become well-balanced adults through the love and
leadership he providesinthe family. Thewrit for thefather’srolethereforeisthis. Lovethekids
for who they are (in other words, acceptance of who they are), and intentiondly through dl their
obnoxious and difficult timeswith alove that emanatesfromyou, not whichisconjured up by
their behavior. And all it takes to do thisis acommitment, the commitment to beloving and
responsiblein co-raising themto adulthood. * Sudiesby Kyle D. Pruett, Michael E. Lamb and
otherslooked beyond the parent-child relationship to study paternal involvement in family
life, aswell. Sudiesof familieswith father sactively involved in both chil dcare and household
responsibilities reported preschoolers who showed increased cognitive competence,
increased capacity for empathy, increased self-control, and a decreasein gender-stereotyped
beliefs' (Father’'sRoleln Early Child Development: LouisWeiss, PhD).

Theimport of thissacred responsibility describesthe father asbeing vested with the holy
office of modeling and providing alovethat warms, protects, nurtures, cheersand bonds, insolates,
satiates, growsand redeemshisfamily. The stakesinvolved hereare whether you want to see
your kidsgo to self-destruct or to self-construct in the albsence or presence of your love!

In extending the meaning out of the family context, afather could well meanamature
Chrigtian, and the parable could be extended to mean the ministry of mature Christians showing
loveto others, especially theimmeature, for the purpose of redeeming their livesfor Chrigt.

So, whenislove, love?Loveislovewhenit isgivenno reasonto love, yet lovesanywaym

(Developed and written from a sermon delivered at MCFD on 19 June, 2016 at the behest of
AsakhoChachei, editor of MakhreihriiShiipei).

(Mr. Hepuni held the post of Joint Secretary in the E.C. Committee and has contributed greatly to the spiritual growth of E.C. He
along with hiswife and daughter are now with ELIC in China and are supported by the E.C. with prayer and finance.)

“*Christmasis most truly Christmas
when we celebrateit by giving thelight
of loveto those who need it most.”
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LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS

Leishimi Konghay

L ove came down at Christmas
Love all lovely, love divine
Lovewasborn at Christmas
Sar and angelsgavethe sign.

Wor ship we the Godhead .ﬁ

X Love incarnate, love divine
Wor ship we our Jesus
But wherewith for sacred sign?
L ove shall be our token
L ove shall beyours and love be mine

Loveto God and to all men
Lovefor pleaand gift and sign.

O1e of the favorite Christmas hymnsisLove Came Down at Christmas, based on
a poem by Christina Rossetti. It was first published in 1885 without atitle in
“TimeFlies. Areadingdiary”. Later, in 1893, it was included in the collection Verses
under thetitle, “Christmastide’. The poem has been set to music asa Christmas Carol
by many composersincluding Harold Darke, Leo Sowerby, John Keslsall and John
Rutter, and ismost often sung to thetraditional Irish melody, “Garton”. Morerecently,
the poem was given amodern treatment by the contemporary Christian band, Jars of
Clay on their 2007 dbum, Christmas songs.

What | love about thishymnisitssimplicity - asincere and direct expression
of thetrue meaning of Christmas.Thishymn el oquently speaksto the central message
of Christmas - Love Came Down at Christmas- only L ove.

ThisAdvent season, let’s prepare once again to experience the transforming
Loveof JesusChristinour lives. Aswe cel ebrate the unconditional loveof Godin al
of our lives, let us also invite friends to experience this Love with us.m

o o) T ===

(Mrs.Leishimi, former E.C. member, was wholeheartedly involved in E.C.life and ministries. She is presently in
Lucknow and is being greatly used by God to extend His Kingdom.)
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GOD’S LOVE

d7

Gideon Lalmuanawma

(Master Gideon isa KG-2 student of English Congregation School and is the son of
former E.C. Pastor, Rev. Dr. K. Lalrinkima.)

WHAT JESUS MEANS TO ME

Joy-Giver

Neha R.S.

Enough for me Primary Class, E.C. SS.

Shepherd who protects and leads me
Ultimate hope

Saviour who always loves me
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Annual Convention
21st - 23rd Oct., 2016
Theme:
“Blessings of Blood in the
Holy Bible”
-Leviticus 17:11

-y Preacher:
;j:* Prof. Ravikant Kant

Hewho hasnot Christmasin hisheart will never find it under atree.
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Convention contd....

Christmasis not as much about opening our presents as
opening our heartsto Christ.
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Convention contd...
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Some E.C. Events

!
World Sunday School Day
(6.11.16)

| 8
Admission of new members,
Mr. & Mrs. P. Thangsuanhau
(30.10.16)

- = . B = ;._ e ..‘
Youth Fellowship Pushpak gathering
(13.11.16) (13.11.16)

Cottage Meeting at Pastor's residence
(19.11.16)

God islove. Hedidn't need us. But he wanted us.
And that is the most amazing thing.
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E.C. HAPPENINGS

E.C. Annual Convention (21« - 23rd October 2016) :

The Congregation wasprivileged to have asits Speaker, Prof. Ravikant Kant, Minister-
at-large, Interserve, Pune. The Theme for the Convention, as chosen by the Speaker was:
"Blessings of Blood inthe Holy Bible." (Leviticus 17:11). The Congregation was spiritually
nourished. TheCongregation also enjoyed listening to specid numbersfromdifferent individuas
and groupsfromwithinand outside E.C.

Fellowship teawasprovided by Mr. HarishBgg and teamon 21st and 22nd after the
evening Convention meetingsand fellowship lunch and dinner were provided on 23rd after the
Sunday Morning Worship Serviceand before the Final Convention meeting. Different sessons
wereheld on23rd from 1:30-3pm: Youth Sesson wasled by Convention Speaker, Prof. Ravikant
Kant, Women's Sessionby Mrs. Lalnunzawmi (w/o former EC Pastor Rev. Dr. K. Lalrinkima),
Men's Session by EC Pastor, Rev. Dr. H. Vanldruata.

. Admisson of new members:

Mr. Thangsuanhau and hiswifeMrs. M ar garet werewelcomed into the E.C. family
on 30.10.16. Pastor spoke afew words of welcome and prayed for them.
[Il.  TheAnnual Sunday School Final Examwasheld on 20.11.16.

V. Blessing :
The CongregationrgoiceswithMr. & Mrs. Rgiv and Kusum Limboo and thanks God for
blessing themwith alittle bundle of joy, ababy girl, their first child, bornon 2.12.16, in Shillong.

V. Prayer Requests:

1 Board Exams—L et usuphold the following childrenin prayer asthey appear for Board
examsin March 2017- a) MissBathsheba Badding - Class X, b) MissAnishaAnn Danie -
ClassXll, c) Master Daniel Bajaj - Class XII.

2. Health —Let uspray for the following people asthey face challengesin their hedth:
a) Mrs. Lalhmingmawii (Nuteii), b) Mr. Tgu Bahirvani.

SPECIAL PRAYER POINTS:

1. Our Pagtor, hisfamily and ministry.
2. Rev. Kim Sang So0, hisfamily and ministry.
3. Missionaries/Organizations supported by E.C. :

a) Mr. Feix Johnandfamily (IEM), and their ministry in Nagpur.

b) Mr.Jacob Rasaily and family (ICCC), and their ministry in Gangtok.

c) Mr.Ajitkumar Singh andfamily (ICCC), and their ministry inmphal.

d) Rev. S. Nengzakhup (Executive Director, NECTAR), and his family and
minigry in Shillong.

e) Mr.L.H.Kayinaandfamily (ELIC), and their ministry in China.

f)  Mr. Dheeragj Rai (ICCC), and hisministry in Gangtok.




English Congregation 15 December 2016

N

ANNUAL CONVENTION 2016
SUMMARY OF SERMON NO. 1

BLOOD SACRIFICE

E |
Professor Ravikant Kant
Minister-at-large, Interserve, Pune

Thethemeverse of the annua convention was Leviticus 17:11. “For thelife of acreature
isintheblood, and | have givenit to you to make atonement for yourselvesonthealtar; itisthe
blood that makesatonement for one'slife.”

Why istheblood needed?

In Geness 3 weread that sinlessAdam and Eve broke the command givento themin
Genesis2:16,17, and thuscommitted Sin. Sinislawlessness or thetransgression of thelaw. They
atethefruit of theforbiddentree. Asaresult they lost their snlesscharacter and innocence.

They realized they were naked. So they made coveringsof treeleaves. This speaks of
man-maderdligionto cover their ans. But thisdoesnot work.

Sinand death entered their lives. Sin brought separation from the holy God (1sa.59:2;
Prov.15:29). Yet theholy God out of Hissovereign graceand lovemadeaway. That isatonement,
‘at-one-ment.’

TheHoly God Himself sacrificed innocent animals; their blood was shed for atonement
for guilty Adamand Eve. Out of their skin the coveringswere prepared for them. The blood of
sacrificia animasbrought the holy God and Adam and Eve*“ a-one” again. Thebook of Leviticus
describesin detail the animal sacrificial systemthat isacceptableto our holy God.

However Heb.10:4 states that it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats, as
described inthe book of Leviticus, totake away sins. TheHoly God accepted theblood of a
subgtitute (sacrificid animd) inanticipation of HisSon Jesus Christ’s secrifice onthe cross (shedding
Hisblood and desth).

We learn from the Holy Bible that God hasintense hatred towards sin. The Scripture
revedsthat God isvigoroudy opposed to evil inevery shepeand form, eventhoughiit isnoted that
Heis“dow to anger” (Numb. 14:18). “God isangry with thewicked everyday (Ps. 7:11). Inthe
book of Jeremiah God says “.... lest My fury comeforth likefireand burn that nonecan quenchit,
because of theevil of your doings’ (4:4). Becauseof Hisinfiniteholinessour God isaconsuming
fire (Heb. 12:29) towardssin and Sinners.

Here comesthe need for appeasement whichistermed ‘ propitiation’ inthe King James
version. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross satisfied the demands of God's holiness for the
punishment of sin. Romans 3:25 speaks of Jesus Christ “Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faithin Hisblood.”

Jesus standsbefore God as our mediator. Hisblood sacrifice onthe cross satisfied the
wrath of God againgt sin by paying the death pendty for our sin. In Hisblood weareforgiven
and cleansed, and thus reconciled with our holy God.

Reference: 1. Holy Bible (KJV); 2. Holy Bible(NIV); 3. Holy Bible (NLT)
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SUMMARY OF SERMON NO. 2
REDEMPTION

Professor Ravikant Kant

Sin is a subject nobody likes. We do not like to remember our own sins. We
do not like it if someone reminds us of our sin. Yet we find that the Holy Bible is not
silent about the sins of mankind. It speaks about sins of extremely evil people; sins of
God's own people, sins of God’s chosen servants and sins of the members of the first
century church.

The Bible reveals the universality of sin. After Adam and Eve committed sin
by eating the forbidden fruit, the history of mankind openly confesses that wherever
human beings are, there is the presence of sin. “The lord saw how great man’'s
wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil all thetime” (Gen 6:5). “Every inclination of his heart isevil from
childhood” (Gen 8:21). King David confesses “Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful
from the time my mother conceived me” (Ps. 51:5). “All have sinned” (Rom 3:23).

The holy Bible teaches us that God is holy and His holiness is infinitely
great. The prophet Habakkuk talking to the holy God said “Your eyes are too pure
to look on evil, you cannot tolerate wrong” (1:13). “The wrath of God is being
revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men” (Rom
1:18). Thus the Bible reveals that God’'s holiness has intense hatred and wrath
burning like fire, on sin.

The Bible also shows man’s total helplessness against sin. Cain tried to hide
his sin of murdering his brother. But he could not hide it. King David tried to hide his
sin of adultery and got the husband of the woman killed, yet he did not succeed. The
newspapers always bring news of scams and crimes being exposed even though the
criminals try their best to hide their evil deeds. The Bible says “you may be sure that
your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23).

Human beings are also helpless in getting themselves free from the davery of
sin. Jesus said, ‘1 tell you the truth, everyone who sinsis adave of sin’ (John 8:34).
The history of mankind shows the tremendous efforts people have made to be free
from sin’s power, but in vain. All man-made religions prove the helplessness of man
before sin’s power.

Seeing this helpless condition of man, the loving God acted in His mercy and
provided aremedy. Here isthe theme verse of the convention “FOR THE LIFE OF A
CREATURE IS IN THE BLOOD, AND | HAVE GIVEN IT TO YOU TO MAKE
ATONEMENT FOR YOURSELVES ON THE ALTAR; IT IS THE BLOOD THAT
MAKESATONEMENT FOR ONE'SLIFE” (LEVITICUS17:11). The most merciful
God gave the whole system of animal sacrifice, applying its blood on the atar for
forgiveness of sin, in anticipation of Jesus blood sacrifice with its infinite merit on
Calvary’'s cross. After His resurrection Jesus took His own blood into the Holy of
holies in heaven. Now we can always claim the merit of Jesus blood and by faith
receive the forgiveness of sin. Our gracious God always welcomes a repentant sinner.
Very graciously our Heavenly Father has made this provision for our redemption.
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SUMMARY OF SERMON NO. 3
CLEANSING IN JESUS’ BLOOD

Professor Ravikant Kant

A day comes in the life of everyone of us when John 1:12 becomes a redlity.
“To al who received Him (Jesus), to those who believed in His Name, He gave the
right to become children of God” (John 1:12), children born of God. According to
1John 1:9 we received forgiveness of sins and cleansing from all unrighteousness. A
day of great rejoicing for us and for heaven.

But this does not mean that sin cannot approach us. What God told Cain in
Genesis 4:7 is true for everyone of us: sin is waiting to attack and destroy you. That
iswhy in the garden of Gethsemane Jesus told the disciples, “Watch and pray, that you
enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed iswilling, but the fleshisweak” (Mt 26:41).
In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus included the petition: “Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver usfrom evil.” Thereason isthis: we have not reached sinless perfection, and
Satan never declares ceasefire. “Then the dragon (satan) went off to make war against
those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus”
(Revelation12:17).

We live in a sin-sick world. “For everything in the world - the cravings of
sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does - comes not
from the Father but from the world.” (1Jn 2:16).

So knowingly or unknowingly one can easily dlip into sin

When Jesus was washing the feet of His disciples, Peter objected. Jesus said
tohim, “Unless| washyou, you have no part withme.” Then Peter told Jesusto wash
his hands and head also. Jesusresponded: “A person who has had a bath needs only to
wash his feet, his whole body is clean.” (John 13:8-10). Jesus answer confirms how
important it is to be cleansed by His blood quite frequently. Spiritually our feet may
get dirty in this sin-sick world.

| John 1:7 is an important verse: “If we walk in the light, as He is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us
from all sn.” The choice iswith us: Live in the light or live in the darkness.

Light is Truth and Fear of God. Darknessis Falsehood and Sin. When we live
indivine light (Heb 4:12; Ps. 119:105) it exposes sin or failure if any. Then we go to
| John 1:9, confess sin/failure, and receive forgiveness and cleansing in the blood of
Jesus. Then our fellowship with Jesus is restored and so our fellowship with fellow-
brethren. Our relationship with God is unbreakable. But fellowship with God can be
interrupted. Hence we need constant cleansing by the blood of Jesus.

“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” (Rev. 1:5,6).




English Congregation 18 December 2016

SUMMARY OF SERMON NO. 4
RECONCILIATION IN THE BLOOD OF JESUS

Reconciliationisrestoration of aright relationship between God and niznftssaugivitae <erd
Jesus Christ. It is the process by which God made sinful people acceptable to Himsdf. The
other term used is PEACE WITH GOD. *“The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him
(Jesus)” — Isaiah 53:5. Rom. 5:1 says, “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Let us see 4 aspects of reconciliation:

1. Plan of Reconciliation

2. Means of Reconciliation

3. Aim of Reconciliation

4, Evidence of Reconciliation

PLAN OF RECONCILIATION:

God's ultimate plan for the universe is to reconcile all things to Himsdf through Jesus’
blood shed on the cross. At creation: “it was very good” (Gen.1:31). It was marred by sin. This
affected the entire creation - subjected to frustration and bondage to decay (Rom. 8:20,21) - has
been groaning asin the pains of childbirth (Rom. 8:22).

For Human beings: On our own we could never reconcile oursaveswith our holy God. In
Rom. 5:6-10 the apostle Paul gives 4 reasons:

i) Lack of Strength : “We were still powerless’ (v. 6)
1)) Lack of Merit: We were “ungodly” (v.6)
iii) Lack of righteousness: “We were still sinners’ (v.8).

iv) Lack of Peace with God: “We were God's enemies’ (v.10).
It isonly through the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, that reconciliation is made
possible.

THE MEANS OF RECONCILIATION:

“Having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto
Himsdf” (Col 1:20).

In the Old Testament sacrificial system, the sacrificial animal suffered a violent death.
Similarly Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb, suffered a violent blood-shedding death by being nailed to
thecross. Differenceis: Inthe Old Testament, the sacrificial animal bled to death. Jesuswillingly
laid down Hislife. “Jesuscalled out with aloud voice, ‘ Father, into your hands | commit My spirit.’
When He had said this, He breathed His last.” (L uke 23:46).

THE AIM OF RECONCILIATION:

“Now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy
in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation” (Col.1:22).

Holy means, separated from sin and set apart to God. “Chose us in Him to be holy and
blamdessin His sight” (Eph. 1:4).

Reconciliation gives us a blameless character - like the spotless Lamb of God. No one
can bring a charge against us (Rom 8:33).

THE EVIDENCE OF RECONCILIATION:

Christians give evidence of being truly reconciled when they “continue in the faith,
established and firm” (Col. 1:23). Because of reconciliation “we have confidence to enter the
most holy place by the blood of Jesus’ (Heb 10:19).

Jesus Christ is our peace. Peace with God is purchased at the price of Jesus blood.
Peace with God brings peace between man and man. This is the only way to bring peace in our
tornworld.
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ANNUAL CONVENTION 2016
SUMMARY OF SERMON NO. 5

ADDRESSING THE YOUTH

Professor Ravikant Kant

1) Many young people present in the meeting did not have assurance of salvation.
So John 1:11, 12 was presented to them.

v.11 He (Lord Jesus) came to that which was His own, but His own did not
receive Him.

v.12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave
the right to become children of God.

In the Christian community several people areinverse 11. They have never invited
Jesus into their lives.

People in verse 12 have invited Jesus into their lives and so have assurance.
They have the right to be children of God. They are forgiven of their sins. They are
washed in the blood of Jesus.

1)) READING THEHOLY BIBLE:
Many Christian young people are not in the habit of reading The Bible.

Suggestion:

Start with devoting 15 minutes every day to read the Bible and Pray.
Let 15 minutes be 1 unit of time.

1 hour = 4 units

24 hours = 96 units in one day.

Since you call yourself Christian, you take Christ’s Name on you. Out of 96
units in a day give 1 unit to sit in Christ’s presence (by faith) and read the Bible and
pray. Discipline Yourself.

[11)  Time management is life management. Length of life is measured in years,
months, days. These are measure of time. Timeis highly perishable. One cannot
gtore time to use it later.

Useit or looseit. Timelost in doing nothing or doing unproductive activity means
that much lifeislost. So use your time/life profitably. Plan your day well.

V)  Commit your life to Jesus. Allow Him to make your career. Think of Peter,
the fisherman fishing in the sea of Galilee. He became very prosperousin the
fishing business. But one day Jesus came along the shore and invited Peter to
follow Him to become His disciple. Peter agreed and leaving the fishing
business, committed His life to the Lord Jesus. Jesus made his life great
though he had little education and Peter was awarded as an apostle. The day
came when in the capital city, Jerusalem, he stood before a crowd of thousands
of people. He addressed them and the Holy Spirit applied his speech to 3000
people who committed their lives to Christ. Peter became a strong pillar of
the first church.

If you commit your life to Jesus, He can take you to greater heights than what
you can do by yourself, with your life.
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Fromthe Net

Luke 2:1-12
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Contributed by Jaison Joshy

Across Down
2. In verse 9 the shepherds saw 1. “Room for them
an*® of the Lord” inthe  "isinverse 7.
5 also went up from . .. iy " were watching their
Nazareth” is in verse 4. flocks in verse &,
0. The word after “because” in 3. The third word in verse 4 is
verse 4 is ‘
7. “And there shepherds” 4, “Heis Christ ____ Lord" is
is from verse B. in verse 11.
7. The fourth to the last word in
verse 2is .
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ATTENTIONI!
The English Congregation meets every Sunday for Worship at 10 a.m. in the
English Congregation Church building, within the Synod Office compound, at Mission Veng.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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